'ON NEUTRAL

GROUND.

WASHINGTON SOCIETY IGNORES ALL
POUITICAL DISTINCTIONS.

{ dtatcamen Who Shins In the Best Deeisl

Circles—Men of “Fhysloal Petency”—Son-
tral Migarce Ameny e Ladiss—&he
Wikite Heuase Mistress,

I8pecial Correnpondenss.]

‘Wasningroy, May 17. — Beatesman
cone and statesmen g0,
society goes on forevey. And hore e the
beanty of it—1o political revolution van
affect the social standing of the maa
who is in the swim so long os Lo siays
in Washlugton. Even if he be defeated
aund oud for o fermy yod: when! hé re-
turns ho sakes his old plice amd ail is
‘gerene.  Of course ¥ha heads of bffiolel
socicty ohange with ench of ad-
ministration, but while poesident and
vico presldent, secretaries ond theldy eo-
laborers im congress sre Domocratte or
Republioss, ns the case may be, ¥e la-

\

dles of the cabined and tho wives of

membors who lead im socdety taks s sord
of pride m ignoring otl such disMope-
tions, and the army and nowed officers,
diplomata, scientista and society. people
of Washington remalin ns aconstand snd
nonpolitiosl quantity. Society is indesd
neutral in politics and religion. Catholio
and Protestant, Groek and Buddhist, are

. all on one footing. Democrat, Raepublio-

an and even the Populist and tho single
taxer moet in the parlors of the leading
ladies, and while the color lino is ns
yet but slightly infringed npon, Frad
Douglass and the Japaneso and Chinese
embassadors have oceaslonally mot so-
cinlly in the housos of tho best

Where Strife Is Stilled.

It is this condition which gives the
conservative ladies of Washington their
strungest argument againgt woman suf-
froge. Put into the coarser langnage of
man, thelr plea i3 substantially this: In
all the hurly burly of a heated cam-
paign there is one common meeting
ground for all partles where strifo is
gtilled. From the fieroest partisan cou-
test in the capitol the disputants may
pass abt once to a precinct where the
situation is like that known in tho mid-
dle nges as ‘‘the penco of God''—an
arcn whore all arms and armor were o
be left off and the bitterest enemies were
controlled by the voico of n woman or o
Ppricst.

This precinet is in the ladies’ parlor,
and it is there that all tho asperitdes of
pulitics are smoothed away, nnd from
there congressimen go to their rest in o

SENATOR JOHN T. MORGAN,

tranquil frame of mind and begin the
next day as if nothing bad bappened
*'Is it not better,'' the ladica ask, *‘that

thiz neatral ground of socioty shouald be
snercdly preserved?  Suppose we, too,
were in the fight, and the animositios of
each day and eampalgn were carriod

ovir to the next'’—nbut it would tako
colinmns to report what the antisnffra-
gists deelare wonld be the resnlts.

"his,  however, is the reasoning of
but oo seetion of Washington society.
The Lwlies most active with pen and
voice maintain that tho methods of the
parlor wonld be carrfed fnto politica in-
stead of the reverse, and Washington
has some very able woman's righsers
indeed.  Kate Field's Washingion is
perhnps the most noted lady’s paper,
and her views are known to everyhody.
Othor writers nud managers of woni-
an's papors or colnmms in other papers
are Mrs. Clara B. Colby of Tho Wom-
an's Tribune, Mrs. Logan of Thoe Home
Magnzine, Miss J. B Lockwoord of Tha
Epitono and Miss Eliza R Scidmore
of Hurper's periodieals.  Noted on the
loeal press are Miss Schiller of Tho
Evening News, Miss Kate Thomas of
the Washington Post, Miss Helena Me-
Cartey of The Evening Star, Miss Vir-
ginin Butler, Miss J. B Jonnings, Miss
Caroline Lingle, managing editor of
Kate Field's paper. and some othors
And on the subject of woman's snffrage
this local corpsis about equally divided.

Senntor Morgan's Varled Knowlodgo

When we come to the statesman, the
gocicty mien are found mostly in thres
cominitioes.  IFivst of all aro tha com
mitters on foreign affairs, as their rela.
tions are with the diplomatie corps, and
that corps is of course the very center
of the central nucleas of the best socioty
at every nation’s capital. Scnator John
T. Morgan, at the head of tho senats
committoe, is eredited with having the

v moat varied and ready knowiodgo on a

great number of subjects of any man
in the senate.  In classical scholarship
he is not the equal of Mr., Lodgo, Mr
Turpie or perhaps of some others, bus
he has had a remarkably varied experi-
enco in life, has studied every detail of
pll the duties be has had to perform as
lawyer, soldier, politician, sonator and
diplomat and is besides n great reader
of general literature and gifted with o
retentive memory.  Presidens Harrison
once said that he had often occasion to
test the ready knowledge of Senator
Morgan and had never known him to
fail, He is n versatile genins, a soclety
man and a good all around talkoer, hav.
[;13 at command an unlimited supply of
cakses in point and happy illustrations
Senator Butler, his right hand man
oy the committee, does not striko ono ut
fafst view as a society man, but he is
nkite a favorite in the eoclal cirole. So
alfio is Senator George Gray, who owes
pogch to o native strength of conatitu-

tion and groat physioal potency, ¥ Shere
i u::h ‘:‘:h?nh:‘tu puhu;hflthmi:

Presence, very shozough in
his kuowledge of law, ouly knows what
nerves are by hearing of sham, and ie,
gensrally speaking, a blg stwaighs,
solid, all around man. He is quite for-
fonute slso o his domestle relatioas,
his wife posseasing she same perfood
health aud general capasity for she en-
joyment of Mfe, and saken =il in all
there s mo beter preserved pair ia
Waskhington . They are soelsty people ia
the fullse? and besl sense of dhe wosd
Fouag sad Pravwy.

On the Republican side of the com-
mistes the soolsty men ase Senntors
Frye and Davis The wife of the latter
1s' acoounied the youngess looking wom-
a0 ju 'ths ssnatorinl civobe and wonld
200efve'a big vobe as meandidate for the
piace of prertiest. In the house eommis.
% on forelgn affaire the moted soolery
men are He Sy Georgs Tucker of
Virginia and Hugh A. Dinsmore of Ar-
kansaa, the latter generally spoken of e
The Amiabla Jusl as pressnt Mn Tuck-
or hos Httle time for society, as they nre
giving him an nncommonly lively fight
in his districy, the Tenth Virginia, All
bis rivals for the nominition are very
promineni men, sod a redhot fight is
on. ‘while the Rapublicans are expactad
%0 pominate ox-Congreseman Yosb,
which will probably make the fight for
election quite as olose and dounbtful as
that for nomination. It {s true that Mr.
Taoker had a majority of 9, 700 in 1893,
but with a combloation of Republicans
and Populists agalost him those figures
would not count for certainty this year.
His father, the noted John Randolph
Tucker, was long eminent in congress,
and, oxcept the Brookinridges, no fam-
ily 18 more prominent in the central
routh. They are by {nheritance loaders
in society. Tho prosent representative
i still young, n very able lawyer, a
thorough socicty man and personally
very popular in tho house,

A Born Boclety Lender.

Mr. Dinsmore also has a home fight
on his hands, but does not allow it to
trouble him, as he has one of thoss
happy temporaments which neither op-
position nor disappointment can da-
press. His chief title to distinetion rosts
on his thres years' service aa minister
regident and comsul general of the
United Btates in the kingdom of Korea
Hia only fault in that matter {s that ho
will nos talk abouk 3t for publication,
and he tolls pome presty hard storfos
abont newspaper men who have mis-
represented him. Some of our southern
frionds think he is the coming man of
Arkansas, if not of the southwest, or of
tho wholo south indeodd Ho ia but 43
yonra old and looks 80, is & gentloman
of very attractive manners and likes so-
cioty almost ns well as It likes him
His high rank in the house raests as
much on his soclal as on his intellectnal
qualitios, and it may be said of him
that ho is a born soolety leader. Anoth-
er soclety maon on thas ocommities s
Hon. Andrew Prico of Louisiana, who
succeaded his fathor-in-law, Edward
Gay. Mr. (iay ranked among tho firat
millionaires of his section, and his
daunghter, Mra Prlee, enjoys all the ad
vantnges which wealth can add to na
tive ability. DBoth are young and fond
of soclety, and Washington rojoices shus
ho has a sure thing district

Thoe Republican side of this commit-
teo 18 equally well supplied with socivty
lights. Hon. Robert R, Hitt of Ilinois,
whoso famo is oational, married a nos
ed heiress, a Miss Reynolds of Lafay
ette, Ind., and their socinl life is oven
more sunocessful than his politieal cu
reer. His servico in diplomatic life
ubroad and in varions positions as homo
and his travels in Evrope and genora!
opportunitics for culturo havs becn
well improved, and his knowloedge ot
forelgm affalrs was so generally rucog
nized that ho was given a high place on
this committoe on his first entrance 1o
to congress.

Hon Bellnmy Storer of the First Ohio
district is also o greay society man and
populnar in the house He is s graduate
of Harvard and a very thorough law
yer. Hon Willlam Everets of Mussn-
chusetts beurs o historio name and is
sought by sooiety rather than a secker
for its favors. He is, to put it mildly, a
peculiar gort of man, and much of tho
humor ho exeites seems to boquito neci-
dental on his part. Next to forcign af-
fairs, the committees on military and
naval affairs come most into contact
with what may bo ealled the permancnt
society of Washington, but a furthor
enumerntion wonld make this look mors
liko an extract from the book of Chronl
cles than o lettor on socicty.

Prominent Ladles

Reversing the usnal order, let ns now
glvo placo to the ladies It is a mattor
of universal remark that this ndminis-
tration has not been characterized Ly
gnch activity and brillinney in social
affairs as was tho former ono of My
Cleveland, when Mrs. Whitney was the
groat leader and central fignre. Mra
Cleveland is not nearly so active in ¢o-
clety as formerly, and one scos her
name oftenest as patroness of somo en-
tertainment for churity's sake. She has
developed a very decided tendency to
embonpoint, to put 1t mildly, but is sti!l
a handsoms though rather large wo
man,  As mistress of rhe White Honse
ghe necessarily holds a cortain rank, bus
the ladies of the cabinet take the lead fn
the more active social functions Tha
dull season is now beginning. but for
the past few months Mrs Carlislz has
been the most prominent figurs and
many times described as a graclous and
generous hostess of the finest Kentucky
type. Mra. Bissell is connted a very
handsome woman, witk dark eyes and
hair, a fine complexion and a form ac
once vigorons and graceful. Mrs. La-
mont is almost ns well known to the
rending publie, thanks to the pens of
Iady correspondents, a3 to Washington
socioty, and the same may bo said of
Miss Lola Herbert, danghter of the sec-
retary of the navy, who does the honors
of her father’s honse, Mra Gresham ia
not conspicuons in society, but does her
part quietly, and the same may be said
of Mra Olney. J. H. BEADLE,

FINANCE AND COMMERCE.

New ¥York btoek Market.

New York, May 21.—Speculation at
the stosk exchasge was actlve to-day
and both the bulls and bears had, sheir
inninge. At the start the influence of
beavy London buying, the fereigners
sscordiog to eompetent judgos, having
purchased 26,000 sharve uf Erle, Atohl-
son, 8t. Paul and Loulaville and Nash-
ville, gave the advantage %o shose oper-
eMng for higher prices. The lndustsiale,
however, did not sympsathize with whe
Improvemeat st shis dime, and in fact
Bugar broke from 053 %0 92X, the lowest
figure for & lomg sime. Whiskey slso
feil 10 21%, while Manhattan broke 23¢
to 114.

When the demand for vhe fovelgners
abated, a leading bear made & demon:
stravion against sbe stocks of bankrupt
roads, and new records were mads for
tbess issmes. Northern Pacific pre-
ferred dropped 4, Rending %, Unlon
Pasific 1%, New Eaglaad 3, Awhison
% .and Erle prefoerred 1%. A good deal
of long evoch came om the markes by
kolders who do not faney paying, what
they #srm, oxorbitany assvasments
likely to ke called for under 4he werms
of the proposed recrganization. The
suddenness of the deslise led she
forelgners %o pary with seme of the suc-

'cess they had boughy early i1n she day,

and shia started s downward movement
in 8By, Paul, Rock Island, Burllngton
and Quincy, Louisville and Nashville,
Western Unlon and Missourl Paclfic.

8t. Paulgot down 10 57 and wastreely
pregsed for saie In whe last hour Sugar
and Chicago Gas developed swength,
selling up to 9063% and €75 respecyively.
This checked the declining sendoncy in
the general list and the beara were in-
olined to ge slow as they did not under-
stand the sudden change of front In the
Indusirials. A general rally ensued
and the markst left off firmer. Net
changes for the day show advances of
1w 1% per cent. in Hugar, Cbicago
Gas and Louisville and Nashvlille, and
declines of X to 2 per cenmy in the
other prominent {ssues. In the inac
tive stocks Pullman Palace and New
York, Ei Plaie firat preferred loss 2,
Alton and Terre Haute 3% and Louls
ville, New Albany and Chlcago pre-
ferred 5.

The gold engagements for to-morrow’s
European ateawer was expected. IMur-
ther heavy amounts are likely togo
later in she week as the forelgn pur-
chasges of stocks did not have any sffuct
on thesterling e xchange market. About
tue best featurs of the day from the
brukera' poins of view was tho material
inereasn 1n the dealingw, 306,000 sharcs
havingehanged hands. The bond market
wan weak,

Money on call essy st 1 per cent.,
last loan at 1, and clusing offered at 1
por cant  Prime mercamiile paper, 3%
@4 per cent. Bar sllver, 625. Sterling
exchange is firm, with aciual business
in bankers' bills at 4874 @487% for
slxty days, and 4883 @450 for de-
mand; posted rates, 488i{@400. Com-
mercial bills, 486 @487. Govern=-
ment bonds lower. State bonds dull;
Rallroad bondd wesk. Silver at the
board was neglected. Norfolk avpd
Western closed at 2u.

Froduce and Merchanaies.

New Yore, May 21.—Flour dull,
abous steady; winter wheat, low grades,
1.90(@2.50; patenta, 3 10@3.30; Minne-
Bota clear, 2.25@275; patents, 3.25@
4.10; low oxiras, 1.90@2 50; Southern
Bour dull, sieady; common to fairextra,
2.00@3.00; good tochulce, do 3 00@3 50
Wpest dull, higher,with options closing
weak; No. 2 red, store and elevator 58 %
@5834; aloat 58} @58%; options fairly
serive and irregulsr, opening strong at
I@1% advarce, declined X @1, rallled
@, closing firm at @B per cent.
over Saturday; No. 2 red, May, 59%;
June, 588%: July, 50X%.

Lorn mwoderately active, easisr; No.
2, 424 olevator, 42 (@43% afloat;
upsions dull and unchanged to lower;
closing weank, May, 43; July, 43%:
September, 44  Oats, spots, fairly
aclive, firmer; optioms dull, May,
493 ; June, 38%; July, 38; spot No. 2,
dUiu4l; No. 2 white, 43%; mixed Wes-
terern, 40@41; white do, 43@403. Hay
fairly aciive and steady; shipping, co@
66, good to cheico, BO@P0. Wool firm
n:dqulat:domaatlcﬂeene.m@as:pulled.
16635, Heel dull and steady; family
12(@14; extra mees, B@B5 50; bee! hams
Guiet.

Rico steady, dull; domestie fair to
excre, 3% @53 Japan, 48 @4%. Mo-
lagses, foreign nominal; New Urleans,
open kettle, good to choice, 27@30,
quist and ateady. Peanuts quiet. Coffoe
options closed steady, 5@10 points up;
June, 15.20; August, 14.50@ 14 60; Oc-
tober, 13 00; spot Rio dull, nominal;
No. 7, 16X Sugar, rawdull, unchangad;
refinid quiet and steady: off A, 3 11-16@
3 15-10; standard A, 4@4 13.16; cuu
loaf, 43 @4 15-16; erushed, 43 @4 15-18;
granulated, 4@4 5-10 Freights Liver-
pool, moderate demand, steady; cotton,
3-64 pence; grain, 5 pence.

Dg. 5. I, Scorr, Blue Ridge, Harri-
son county, Mo., says: “For whooping
cough Chbamberlaic's Cough Kemedy is
excelleny” By usiog i freely the dis-
ense is deprived of all dangerous conga
quences. There i no danger in giving
wne remudy to babies, as it contains
nothing lujurious. 25 and 50 cent bot—
tles for sale by the Chas. Lyle Drug
Company, druggists.
— =
756 cents buys the cloth binding snd

B1.50 the clegunt Ruseln leather binding
of “The Maglo i}lty,';

8EE our bargains in weil paper and
straw mattiogs. ToHE E, H, STEWART
Furnrtunk Co,

THINK

IN CHOOSING DRINKS AND

HIRES

'Rootbeer!

WILL LINK YGUR THINKS.
Deliciously Exhilarating, Spark-
ling, Effervescent. Wholesome
as well. Purifies the blood, tick- |
les the palate.  Ask vour store-
keeper for it. Get the Genuine.

Bend 1 cent stamp for beaotifol pleture eards
whid ook,

THE CHAS. E. HIRES CO.,
Philadelphia.
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Jas. S. Simmons,

PRESIDENT,

T he

G. C. Taliafarro,

Jas. S. Simmons
Real Estate Company,

Directors—
GJAE. B, BIMMUNS,

C. O TALIAFERREO,
N0, H, AIMMONS,
¥. F. BARKSDALRE,
WILBUR 8. POLE,
W. I, -W.Q'I‘TE.

CE-PRESIDENT,

B o o L b el

no. ¥, Sicamons,

106
SOUTH JEFFERSON STREET:

General Real Estate and

~

Rental Business.

Improved and Unimproved Property for Salein
All Portions of the City.

- Business and Residence Property for Rent.

&> A large quantity of Farming, Mineral
B> and Timber Lands throughout the
W&e>  State.  Full particulars furnished

B

npon application.

WEe> Special attention given to the manage-
WEE>  ment of properties of non residents.

Now is the time to invest in

ROANOKE GITY PROPERTY,

The City of Roanoke to-day is on as firm
a foundation as any city in the Union,

During the long business

depression,

which closed banks and industrles all over

the land,

ROANOKE’S ADVANCEMENT

Has been a subject of most favorable com
ment. Not a bank failure—mnot a manufac-
turing establishment closed—currency paid
by all banks on demand, and more money

spent for public improvements in the last
two years than during any similar period

in her history.

The improvement in agricultural interests
throughout this beautiful valley during the
last year 18 most striking, while the devel-
opment of mineral propertles near by has

kept our Furnaces in Full Blast.
Our business interests are

now belng

corducted on a most conservative basis, aud

when prosperity sweeps over the country

Roanoke Will be Among the First to Start in the March of Progress.
Anyone having property for sale or rent,

cr deslring to purchase a home on easy

terms, will find it to thelr advantage to call

on us,

We gnarantee strict business methods and
protection to the Interests of our patrons.

Very respectfully,

THE JAG. 3. SIMMONS REAL ESTATE COMPANY.

e

Nore.—Mr. W. L. Watts, for many years engaged in the !real estate business, .
having associated himself with us, will be_glad to see all of hisfold patrons in the
futurePatythe aboveladdiess,



